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Overview

* AR historical perspective
— Past legislative attempts
— Trauma system need

* Using data to drive policy

* Building strategic partnerships
 Unexpected events...

* Passing of Act 308

 Where we go from here
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The Facts

« Seat belt use is higher In states with stronger laws.
« Primary seat belt laws increase use by ~ 10%.

* In 2006, seat belt use nationwide 81%, Arkansas
69%.

 In addition to loss of life, incapacitating injuries and
disability result in lifelong impact

* More than 3,000 individuals on average each year
(2001-2006) sustain severe injuries in a crash.

- Lack of use in a crash linked to higher rate of
fatality, incapacitating injury and hospital charges.
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Average Traffic Crash Fatality Rate per
100,000 County Population (2001-2000)

Crash Death Rate with a Safety RestraintUsed Crash Death Rate without a Safety RestraintUsed
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