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}Drug-impaired driving: very brief background 

}²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмр 
ƁData 

ƁLaws 

ƁResearch 

ƁPrograms 

}Questions 
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}Definition: what drugs can impair 

}Data: problem size and characteristics 

}Science: drug levels, impairment, and crash risk 

}Laws: different types, what states have in place now 

}Enforcement: SFST, DEC, oral fluid, blood testing 

}Prosecution and adjudication: challenges and strategies 

}Training: ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ 

}Sanctions and treatment: ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ 

}Education: what are states doing now 

}Recommendations for states 
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}Four drug types 
ƁIllegal, legal non-medicinal, prescription meds, OTC 

}Hundreds of drugs, more created daily 
ƁFARS has codes for 430 specific drugs or metabolites 

}FARS 2015, dead drivers, known test results 
Ɓ43% with drugs; more than 1/3 of these were marijuana 

Ɓ38% with alcohol (any BAC) 

}NHTSA roadside survey 2013-14 
Ɓ22.5% with drugs, both weekday days and weekend nights 

Ɓ13% with marijuana on weekend nights 

Ɓ8% with alcohol on weekend nights; 1.5% with BAC .08 or above 
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}Any drug can impair ς experimental studies 
ƁImpairment can increase if drugs are used in combination or with 

 alcohol 

}5ǊǳƎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ґ impairment 
ƁSome drugs dissipate rapidly while impairment remains; other 

 drugs remain in the body long after impairment has dissipated 

ƁWide ranges of drug concentrations in different individuals 
 produce similar levels of impairment in experimental 
 situations  

}Any drug can increase crash risk 
ƁGood crash risk studies are difficult; lots of not-so-good studies 

ƁNo equivalent of .08 BAC for any drug 
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} Impairment laws (driving under the influence - DUID) 
ƁIllegal to drive while abilities impaired 

ƁAll states 

ƁTo enforce: observe behavior, link to evidence of a drug 

}Per se laws 
ƁIllegal to drive with amounts over the per se limit 

Ɓ6 states, for some drugs 

ƁTo enforce: observe behavior, then chemical evidence of drug 

}Zero tolerance laws 
ƁIllegal to drive with any measureable amount (could include 

metabolites) 

Ɓ15 states, for some drugs 

ƁTo enforce: observe behavior, then chemical evidence of drug 
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}Drug use increasing; alcohol decreasing 
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} Almost one quarter of adults use marijuana 
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}Recreational marijuana now allowed in 8 states and DC 
ƁVoters approved in CA, MA, ME, and NV in 2016 

ƁPreviously legal in AK, CO, OR, WA, and DC 

}Medical marijuana now allowed in 29 states and DC  
ƁUp from 23 in 2015 

ƁWest Virginia law signed April 19, 2017; use allowed July 1, 2019 

}Marijuana use decriminalized in 21 states and DC  
ƁUp from 20 in 2015; these include recreational states 

}Canada considering legalizing marijuana use 
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