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Who are we?
STANP ACT U105 s

CHANGING MINDS AND SAVING LIVES

A grassroots non-profit organization dedicated to eliminating the lifelong devastation that results when a loved one is
killed or injured in a distracted driving crash. Stopdistractions.org brings together distracted driving victims, victim
survivors, foundations and the general public to build awareness and recognition to this reckless behavior.

We are the faces of distracted driving

Jennifer Smith: An advocate
against distracted driving
since her mother was killed
by a person talking on his
cell phone while driving in
2008.



http://stopdistractions.org/

2019 Legislative Overview
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HANDS FREE 35 states to date have introduced DD
*TENNESSEE~ legislation (total of 94 bills) in 2019; of those
0 34 were upgrades

1 would have been thwe(M$)t atedbs 1
4 upgraded laws (AR, FL, IL, & VA)

4 passed hands  -free (AZ, ME, MN, & TN)
MA is in conference committee now

(will be #5)

o o o

* 2 -3 more states could still pass in 2019

THE GRAN

20 states handdree
48 states ban texting for all drivers




2019¢ 2020 Distracted Driving Legislation

[ Hands-Free Laws

[ Target for 2020

.| still in Session

"] Upgraded Laws in 2019
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Public Safety

A Distracted Driving Crackdown Is Coming

“The public is finally at the point where they’re fed up. They know this is a massive
problem.”

Bloomberg

By Kyle Stock
October 22, 2018, 3:00 AM CDT Updated on October 23, 2018, 9:07 AM CDT

_ _ There have beerd 28 fewer fatalitiesin
Georgia, one of the worst offenders when it comes to 2018 over 2017, year to date.

smartphone usat the wheel, saw a 22 percent reduction in
texting and app use during the first month of its law.

The results have been clear. Traffic fatalities in the state
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Report: GA Hands-Free Law decreases traffic fatalities,
Insurance claims



DISTRACTED DRIVING IN GEORGIA
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. Watch a video or motion on a screen. (exception for

Effective Handd-ree Lanquage Criteria

Driver can not hold or support a wireless device

Do not allow use at stop lights or when in traffic.

navigation or for operation of vehicle) Only when car is legally parked or off road.

Can not view, take, or send photos (exception for static
background image agpsmap on screen only)

Record, broadcast, or stream video

Maintain ban on texting and Internet data

Staggered monetary fines (100, 200, 300)
{GF33SNBR LRAYyGa F3FAyald %&@aﬁi&%écst?eénﬁ&&%s?ree%%z HX00U
Under 18 novice drivers banned from all use.

Standard exceptions: law enforcement & emergency

services in scope of their duties, to report an emergency, CB

or HAM radio operators, GPS use except not to allow for

manually entry while driving. GPS amendment:
(3) the use of a global positioning or navigation

system feature of a mobile electronic device, but
does apply to manually entering information into
the global positioning or navigation system feature
of the device;

No exceptions to hold phone ever., not even for dialing

Use does allow Apple wataclarifies handdree use



Key Points for Support

A Cu“rrent laws are unenforceable, need o R
SELI} YyRSR fly3dzr 3Sd tS2LX S R2y Qi 2dzad ai0SEGE
anymore

A No organized opposition

A No individual opposition (*exception online) ~ Challenges:
A helmi bli t2f €AY 3 1,Q3
overwheiming pudlic suppog y A C?vil liberties & personal freedoms

A B liti hing legislati
road coalitions pushing legislation A Study the issue to get it right

A The law will work! Data on reduction in
crashes, fatalities, insurance rates, & use
(telematics data) A Racial profiling

A Take baby steps, need time to get there

A What about other distractions
ALGQA Yy AYyO2yBSYyASYyO:



Overcoming Objections:

A Study Committee, Task Force or Town Hall style events across state

A Home Rule states passing city ordinances (TX, GA, AZ, etc.)

A Media Coverage/ Social Media Campaighs/e stream & share everything
A Public Pressure & Engagemerithis is a voting issue for citizens now

A Support from Leadership / Governor push bill

A Broad coalitions with connections to influential donors

A Families & Law Enforcement are the face of the campaign



Helpful Tips

A Be ready to negotiate, start fines & penalties higher to negotiate down to give the opposition a
win

A Know your process, timeline, & crucial dates (committee assignraraismen, timeline,
deadlines)

As52y Qi 3IANGS dzLJHHH {K2g¢g dzLJ 3 {1SSLI AG Ay GKS

A Have folks on the ground that can know what is happening in real time to prevent back door
meetings and deals

A Have data ready to counter their opposition

** General Distracted Driving Provision included **



Racial Profiling

TVIBC

Virginia Legislative Black Caucus

For Ilmmediate Release
Febiuary 5, 2019

Contact: Diondra Musgrave
Phone: (571) 989-1540
Email: vlbe [ poail.com

Virginia Legislative Black Cancus Supporis Hands Free Driving Legislation

Bipartisan Bill Support Saving Lives in the Conmaonwenlth

Richmond, YA - The Virginia Legislative Black Cancus (VLEBC) announced their support for
revised Hands-Free Driving legislation, SBI321 and HB IR, These bills imtroduced by Senator
Richard Stuart and Delegate Chris Colling aun to reduce the number of vehicular deaths that are
a result of distracted driving, VEBC members worked to include amendments that ensure these
bills did not excessively impact Adrican Americans,

“We were uncombforiable with the language of last vear’s bill because with thought it would
dispropotionately affect African Americans, We're happy with the hill this vear because it is an
wnpoitant wsue that the Conimonwealth needs to fix, and it does so nan effective way without
subjective discretion,” Delegate Jeff Bourne,

VLBC members emphasized the necessity o support legislation that would prevent loss of lives
in the Commaonwealth,

Delepate Price stressed, “the amendments made were an essential step to improving this hill, We
need to pddress the lives being lost due to distracted driving in our Commonwealth and give
preople education and time o comply, We also must acknow ledge the possible lack of equitable
implementation by allowing for data collection o work both toward safety and sceountability, |
arn plad this collaborative conversation is ocourrng and am happy to continue our work,

FHi



Data tracking amendment:

When a law enforcement officer issues a citation for a violation of this section, the law enforcement officer must recc
the race and ethnicity of the violator. All law enforcement agencies must maintain such information and report

the information to the department in a form and manngetermined by the department. Beginning February 1, 2019,
the department shall annually report the data collected under this subsection to the Governor, the President of the
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The data collectedamegpiorted at least by statewide

totals for local law enforcement agencies, state law enforcement agencies, and state university law enforcement
agencies. The statewide total for local law enforcement agencies shall combine the datadoutitg sheriffs and the
municipal law enforcement agencies.

Search amendment

(a) A law enforcement officer shall not search a motor vehicle, driver, or passenger in a motor vehicle solely becaus:
a violation of this Act.
or

(b) A law enforcement officer shall inform a person who is stopped for texting while driving of the
personds right to decline a search of his or her wi



FY 2019 Comprehensive Distracted Driving Grant

Deficiencies

Does not ban texting Does not prohibit Does not require | Does not impose
as defined by statute drivers under 18 or | primary minimum fine of
(“reading from ar in GDL program enforcement of 525 for violation of
manually entering data | fromusinga texting law texting law or
into a personal wireless | personal wireless and/or youth law | youth law (fine for

State communications communications (primary both required)
device...or engaging in | device enforcement for [23 CFR
any other form of [23 CFR both required) 1300.24(c)i2)iNC)
electronic data 1300.24(c)(2)(ii)(A); | [23CFR & (ii)C);
retrieval") 23 USC 1300.24(c)(2)(i)(B) | 23 USC 405(e)(2)IC)
[23 CFR 405(e)(3)(A)] & (ii)(B); & (3)(C)]
1300.24(c)(2)(i){A); 23 USC
23 USC 405(e)( 2)(A)] 405(e)(2)(B) &

(3)(B]]

California bt

Georgia X

Hawaii W

Hinois % ¥

Indiana X

Louisiana X X X

Mew Hampshire X

Ohio X X X A

Rhode Island W

LUtah % ¥

Washington X

Woest Virginia

Wisconsin X X

CAEAY3 | YSNROI Q&
(FAST) Act, P.L. 1:p4

17 states applied
4 states awarded
13 states not awarded



House Study Committee on Distracted Driving

Report of the Committee

December 31,2017

Study Committee Recommendations
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Other Potential Solutions and Why Not Proposed

Recommended DS cussion Why Recommended
Change
It rease the pemnalty The cwrrent license penalty fora ‘Wihen com pared to Georgia's stat utory
alomng a staggered dist racted driving cit ation is only penalties for diiving wder the
scale to 2 points and | one point. infleence, as well as other states’ fines
up to 4 points for Tor texting and driving, this figure is
Serious, repeat In addition, we want to enable rather low, partioularly given that 15
olienders. local courtsto scale the penalty to | points are accumulated before
the seriousnes of the offense (see | 5 pending a Georgia driver’s license.

alsovs].

Collapse the three
state statutes
concerning distracted
diriving into one, clear

Because a citation could possibly
falll aine, tweo, or all thres, this
causes confusion with regands to
wihic h statute{s} in OCGA 40-6-241

We balieve collapsing these |aws will
proside more clarity to both law
enforcement and the oowrt s going
Tarward.

statute. govern an offense, and a lack of
conn 5 stency with regards to fines [/
penalties.
Promote continwed We recommend continwed and ‘We recognize that this cultwre change
education and culture | expandod distracted driving and wiill take time to develop,
change. related seminars {ie Life

Chvarmging Expariencas, Teen Victim
Impact Program, crash sumivors

as speakars, ete. | to edocats
Georgia’s drivers, particwlarby
g adults.

Owarall, we would like to ses
distracted driving become a5
cullturally wnacoeptalble a5 drunk
driving.

Howewer, given the long-term benefits
of zafety and saved lives, we boliayva
such an initiative i veny wort hwhile.

O pti on D escription Wiy Not Rec ommandid
Reguire technological | Thene oo numenous amariphone | We appeecisbe thide technodogical
op phicat bons. [ applications that could potentially | advancis, but thi ovirall Baue of
sodut lond on riduce distractions whike driving. | distracted driving i human behavior,
smartpho nies and Aol 2007, thirda inclwd et binchnel oy . Thits o ppdies to any
other divices., LifeSaver, ATRT'S Do b Mode, i straction, not ust mobdb g ne,
Truehotion Family, Mojo, el
Since a driver's actlond [ behavior
Each of these applications has would b reguired to download, indtall,
w i bt s it inclwding the andd activate an applicatbon (and not
ablity Lo block tixt meddages f ol aa b 01), wr Shwdy commil e doed
callls, and track vihich dpaad and | not belave {his would be an ellectve
It it b, 1€, Al il bt
Completily ban tha This propedal has provicusly been | Though likely effectve, we balieve this
usage of moble made by the National Safety fishu thon 14 0ot realistie or viable, In
divicid by drlvers, Cosunecil and other public safaty Bt b, 0t b6 the stusdy commities’s
DAL By BT P, wredisr a tanding that thie National Safety
Coundil i4 no longer actively advot ating
s sohution,
It i alsg wor th noting that not a single
LS, state comphitely band the weol a
i b peheinat by & dirbeer,
Makntaln “status D et chidre s thits lawe, Glven our State’s ncreases (n whicle

birgislathoily , adminditr ativily, or
ot i ki,

o ashvirs, foto it bes, and oubo indwen nge
pramivms, this would not be the best
s0hu tion for the safety and wll-biing
of Giongls drivers,







