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Who are we?

A grassroots non-profit organization dedicated to eliminating the lifelong devastation that results when a loved one is 

killed or injured in a distracted driving crash. Stopdistractions.org brings together distracted driving victims, victim 

survivors, foundations and the general public to build awareness and recognition to this reckless behavior.

We are the faces of distracted driving

Jennifer Smith: An advocate 

against distracted driving 

since her mother was killed 

by a person talking on his 

cell phone while driving in 

2008.  

http://stopdistractions.org/


35 states to date have introduced DD 
legislation (total of 94 bills) in 2019; of those
Û 34 were upgrades
Û 1 would have been the stateôs 1st law (MT)
Û 4 upgraded laws (AR, FL, IL, & VA)
Û 4 passed hands - free (AZ, ME, MN, & TN)
Û MA is in conference committee now 

(will be #5)

*  2 - 3 more states could still pass in 2019

2019 Legislative Overview

20 states hands-free
48 states ban texting for all drivers



2019 ς2020 Distracted Driving Legislation



Georgia, one of the worst offenders when it comes to 
smartphone useat the wheel, saw a 22 percent reduction in 
texting and app use during the first month of its law.

The results have been clear. Traffic fatalities in the state 
ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ōȅ мп ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ 
Ŏŀǳǘƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘƛŎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ 5ŜǊƛŎƪ 5ǳǊŘŜƴΣ ŀ DŜƻǊƎŜ 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘǊƻƻǇŜǊΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀǿ Ƙŀǎ ǘŜŜǘƘ Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ 
ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊΤ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŜƴŦƻǊŎƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΦέ

There have been 128 fewer fatalities in 
2018 over 2017, year to date.





1. Driver can not hold or support a wireless device
2. Watch a video or motion on a screen. (exception for 

navigation or for operation of vehicle)
3. Can not view, take, or send photos (exception for static 

background image or gpsmap on screen only)
4. Record, broadcast, or stream video
5. Maintain ban on texting and Internet data
6. Staggered monetary fines (100, 200, 300)
7. {ǘŀƎƎŜǊŜŘ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ όмΣнΣоύ
8. Under 18 novice drivers banned from all use.
9. Standard exceptions: law enforcement & emergency 

services in scope of their duties, to report an emergency, CB 
or HAM radio operators, GPS use except not to allow for 
manually entry while driving.

Effective Hands-Free Language Criteria

Do not allow use at stop lights or when in traffic.  
Only when car is legally parked or off road.

No exceptions to hold phone ever., not even for dialing

Use does allow Apple watch ςclarifies hands-free use

Does allow music streaming ςhands-free use

GPS amendment:
(3) the use of a global positioning or navigation 
system feature of a mobile electronic device, but 
does apply to manually entering information into 
the global positioning or navigation system feature 
of the device; 



Challenges:

ÅCivil liberties & personal freedoms

ÅStudy the issue to get it right

ÅTake baby steps, need time to get there

ÅRacial profiling

ÅWhat about other distractions

ÅLǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛƴŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƻǊǎ

ÅCurrent laws are unenforceable, need 
ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ άǘŜȄǘέ 
anymore

Å No organized opposition

Å No individual opposition (*exception online)

Å Overwhelming public support ςtƻƭƭƛƴƎ ІΩǎ

Å Broad coalitions pushing legislation

Å The law will work! Data on reduction in 
crashes, fatalities, insurance rates, & use 
(telematics data)

Key Points for Support



Overcoming Objections:

ÅStudy Committee, Task Force or Town Hall style events across state

ÅHome Rule states passing city ordinances (TX, GA, AZ, etc.)

ÅMedia Coverage/ Social Media Campaigns ςLive stream & share everything

ÅPublic Pressure & Engagement ςThis is a voting issue for citizens now

ÅSupport from Leadership / Governor push bill

ÅBroad coalitions with connections to influential donors

ÅFamilies & Law Enforcement are the face of the campaign



ÅBe ready to negotiate, start fines & penalties higher to negotiate down to give the opposition a 
win

ÅKnow your process, timeline, & crucial dates (committee assignments-chairmen, timeline, 
deadlines)

Å5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΗΗΗ {Ƙƻǿ ǳǇ ϧ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ

ÅHave folks on the ground that can know what is happening in real time to prevent back door 
meetings and deals

ÅHave data ready to counter their opposition

Helpful Tips 

**  General Distracted Driving Provision included  ** 



Racial Profiling



Search amendment:

(a) A law enforcement officer shall not search a motor vehicle, driver, or passenger in a motor vehicle solely because of 
a violation of this Act. 
or

(b) A law enforcement officer shall inform a person who is stopped for texting while driving of the 
personõs right to decline a search of his or her wireless communications device.

Data tracking amendment:
When a law enforcement officer issues a citation for a violation of this section, the law enforcement officer must record 
the race and ethnicity of the violator. All law enforcement agencies must maintain such information and report 
the information to the department in a form and mannerdetermined by the department. Beginning February 1, 2019, 
the department shall annually report the data collected under this subsection to the Governor, the President of the 
Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The data collected must be reported at least by statewide 
totals for local law enforcement agencies, state law enforcement agencies, and state university law enforcement 
agencies. The statewide total for local law enforcement agencies shall combine the data for thecounty sheriffs and the 
municipal law enforcement agencies. 



17 states applied
4 states awarded
13 states not awarded

CƛȄƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
(FAST) Act, P.L. 114-94 








