
Hot Issues in Alcohol, 
Drug, and Multi-Substance 
Impaired Driving: 
Toxicology

J E N N I F E R  H A R M O N
C R I M E  L A B  D I R E C T O R
R E G I O N A L  C R I M E  L A B O R ATO R Y
S A N  D I E G O  C O U N T Y  S H E R I F F ’ S  D E P T.
J E N N I F E R . H A R M O N @ S D S H E R I F F. O R G



•81%
•53%
•30+%
•10%
•0.19%



The data says we have a problem…
…what are we doing about it?



•Funding should be considered for government labs to 
purchase equipment and test for NSC Tier I drugs 
minimally; funding for personnel.

•Establish evidence collection criteria and procedures for 
DUID.

•Testing should include alcohol and Tier I compounds; both 
screening and confirmation.

•Labs should follow all NSC recommendations and continue 
to evaluate and as standards continue to evolve.

•Per se legislation is not supported however, the state 
should consider advancing the research including methods 
of evaluating impairment.

•The state should track all DUI and DUID toxicology 
outcomes including samples submitted, tested, and all 
results.





• Quality of Enforcement

• New Drugs

• Decriminalization Laws

• Public Safety Priorities

• Devaluation of Traffic Safety

• Roadside Technology

• Sample Matrix Options

• Testimony

• Standardization Consensus

• Judicial Understanding

• Poly-drug Use


