
Can I Have Your Attention? 
Dropping Distracted Driving Through 

Policy, Engagement and 
Enforcement



Acronym Alert! 

BTSCRP = Behavioral Traffic Safety 
Cooperative Research Program

Get involved!
• Submit problem statements
• Serve on an expert panel
• Serve as an expert panel “monitor” (GHSA State 

Members only)
• Bid to conduct research (Associate 

Members/researchers only)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUSo89BLRcI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUSo89BLRcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUSo89BLRcI


 Examine current U.S. state and Canadian provincial electronic device 
use legislation

 Evaluate the benefits of and impediments to enacting, enforcing, 
and adjudicating electronic device legislation

 Develop model legislation and educational materials for stakeholders

Project 
Objectives
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Strategies 

Used to  Enact 

or Revise 

an Electronic 

Device Use

Building a 
coalition or team 
of stakeholders

• Invite groups 
with opposing 
opinions to 
encourage the 
exchange of 
ideas

1

Starting with 
a basic texting 
law and adding 
more rigorous 
clauses

Adopting local 
ordinances

2 3



Sharing Best Practices 



Materials 
Developed
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Informative Webinar for Practitioners

Model Legislation

Presentation for Different Stakeholders

Law Enforcement Presentation

Highlight Document for Legislators

Model Press Release



Highlight 
Document 
for 
Legislators 
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Use of images 
and infographics 
to draw attention 
to key points



Model Press 
Release
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Download the report from: 

https://bit.ly/3l5Z7Wh

Lead Researcher:

Amy K. Benedick, PMP. | Senior Study Director

Westat, 1600 Research Blvd, Rockville, MD 20850

amybenedick@westat.com

https://bit.ly/3l5Z7Wh
mailto:amybenedick@westat.com




NCOIL Distracted Driving Model Act

Bipartisan, unanimous adoption - April 18, 2021

BTSCRP NCOIL

Recommends using “electronic device” to include a broad range of electronic 

and computerized devices. It would also cover upcoming technologies not yet 

adopted.

NCOIL Model uses “stand alone electronic device.”

Recommends that the law should be in effect at all times and on all roads NCOIL model complies and is in effect at all times “While operating a motor 

vehicle on any street, highway, or property open to the public for vehicular 

traffic in this state”

Recommends that the language clearly state the behaviors that cannot be 

engaged in, including: 

• Hold or support an electronic device with any part of his/her body.

• Use the electronic device to manually dial numbers or input text, 

engage in multiple swipes and/or taps. This includes when the device 

is used hands-free (mounted, affixed, or resting somewhere in the 

vehicle).

• Use an electronic device to stream, record, or broadcast video. This 

includes when the device is used hands-free (mounted, affixed, or 

resting somewhere in the vehicle).

• Use the electronic device or applications on the device that display 

motion on the device’s screen, with the exception of a global 

positioning system (GPS) or navigational software. This includes 

when the device is used hands-free (mounted, affixed, or resting 

somewhere in the vehicle).

NCOIL Model Section (4)(D)

In regards to penalties and fines, the BTSCRP recommends that

• Fines should be in line with other traffic safety laws in the same 

jurisdiction, as this practice has been found to increase public support 

for the law. Incremental fines should be in place for subsequent 

violations.

• Penalties for distracted driving should also be in line with other 

serious traffic offenses in the state

NCOIL Model Section (5) covers penalties and includes a drafting note “DRAFTING NOTE: States 

should consider aligning property damage, injury, and/or death with equivalent driver intoxication 

offenses and penalties. 
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Work Zone Assessment - Missouri



Work Zone Assessment - Missouri

Time 
Deployed

Total # 
Vehicles

# Illegal Phone 
Offenses

Total Distraction 
Offenses

# % # %

18 hours 11,520 753 6.5% 1,296 11.25%

Placement # % Placement Type
Phone on lap 543 42%
Phone to ear 59 5%

One hand 676 52%
Two hands 18 1%

Total 1,296

An average of 6.5 percent (753) drivers were illegally engaged 
with their mobile phone – either holding their phone to their 
ear or in one hand or two hands. This is over twice the reported 
average from the National Occupant Protection Use Survey 
(NOPUS)



Work Zone Assessment - Missouri

Concurrent 
Offenses

# Vehicles

% of Drivers 
Engaging in 
Concurrent 

Offenses
Distracted 

& Speeding
254 42.3%

Distracted 
& Non-belt 

Use
169 28.1%

Non-belt 
Use & 

Speeding
177 29.5%

9 8 10 16
6

13 4 2 2
1

66 78 93 119
99

78 28 12 15
12

11:30 13:30 15:30 17:30 19:30 21:30 23:30 1:30 3:30 5:30

3 violations 2 violations

Concurrent Offenses/Violations per Time Interval



Speed Limit: 50 mph; 
Total vehicles: 11,520

Speed # %

>5mph 3,832 33.3%

>10mph 2,167 18.8%

>15mph 862 7.5%

>20mph 214 1.8%

Seat Belt Use # %

Unbelted 924 8.0%

Work Zone Assessment - Missouri



Heads-Up Real Time Demonstration


