Staying Focused:
Ohio’s Sustained Approach to
Decreasing Distracted Driving

Emily Davidson, Director
Ohio Traffic Safety Office
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|58 4 Governor Mike DeWine &
@GovMikeDeWine

One year ago today, | signed Ohio's enhanced distracted driving law,

which makes the use of a cell phone while driving a primary offense.
| earn more about the law at phonesdown.ohio.gov.
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Traffic Deaths
3 years in a row



OHIO FATALITIES 1936-2024
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OH AL Mi MO Avg/Cumulative

Law start 4/4/2023 6/16/2023 6/30/2023 8/28/2023

Days live (as of August 28, 2024) 512 439 425 366

Average change -10.9% -9.3% -14.9% -5.1% -10.0%
Crashes prevented 7,166 2,447 7,460 1,178 18,251
Injuries prevented 4,014 1,371 4,179 660 10,224
Fatalities prevented 33 11 34 5 83
Economic damage prevented $283,745,845 $96,913,384 $295,410,785 $22,261,313 $698,331,327
Drivers 8,700,000 4,061,837 7,982,471 4,275,228 25,019,536
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Ohio’s Focus
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We can lengthen the reach of our strategies by combining
funding sources and working together.
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Long-Term Plan

Partners

Laws lead to educate

to afnd What's
movement entorce working and
Teach best how can we

practices improve?
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Sustained Media Coverage

ODPS Yideo [Locality! Twitch)

ODFS Yideo [Local TY)

ODPS Yideo [Blue JacketsiCavaliers)
ODPS Streaming Audio [Pandora)
ODFPS Metro Radio

ODPS Radio [Ohio News Metwork])
ODPS Digital Display [Infillion)

ODFPS Faid Social [FEIHIG)

ODPS Gas Pump Signage [AllDver Media)
O0PS Bus Shelters [Moore Signs)

05U Mational Championship. NFL Playoffs, Super Bowl,
March Madness, Academy Awards, Grammy Awards)

OoD0T ¥ideo [Localitg! Twitch)

0DO0T ¥Yideo [Local TY)

000T ¥ideo [OS5U Foothall)

0ODO0T ¥Yideo [RedsiGuardiansiBlue JacketsiCavaliers)
ODOT Streaming Audio [Fandora)

ODOT Metro Radio

OD0T Radio [Ohio News Metwork])

ODO0T Digital Display [Infillion)

0DOT Paid Social [FEIG)

OD0T OHSAA Fall HS Sports Championships
0OD00T Columbus Blue Jackets

0DOT 05U Football and Basketball

ODO0T BarfRestaurant Coasters

QODPS and ODOT 2025 Distracted Driving
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Sustained Media Coverage

For more information and downloadable assets, visit:
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PHONES DOWN =

PHONES DOWN [T°S THE

PhonesDown.Ohio.gov Ohi

Y
LOCK YOUR
SCREEN

N RSl  Lock Your Phone

\.\Q ot PH!']&I“\IES nnf‘g\f’wN el N Ohi0, it's not okay to interact

SR IS THE LAW n Ohio, It's not okay to interac

“@ PhonesDown.0hio.gov with your phone screen while
Ohio =zz5 | sdof ~1 driving. So, lock that screen

before you rock the road.
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It’s ok to use your

phone at the game

Never

behind

- B the Wheel
Aprilis Distracted Driving oo 8 i o 5

places - but never behind the wheel. In Ohio, it's illegal
Awa reness M o nth to interact with your phone screen and electronic devices
while driving. In most cases, anything more than a single

touch or swipe is against the law.

It’s ok to use your‘ '
phone at the game

Never ‘
behind ¥

-

the Wheel §

Ohioans can choose to use their phones in lots of

places - but never behind the wheel. In Ohio, it’s illegal
to interact with your phone screen and electronic devices
while driving. In most cases, anything more than a single
touch or swipe is against the law.

Ohioans can choose to use their phones in lots of places - but never
behind the wheel. Phones Down It’s the Law. Ohioans are counting If an officer sees a violation, they can pull you over.

on you to pay attention. .
Phones down behind the wheel. It’sthe law. It’s the Law

Fines start at $150

If an officer sees a violation, they can pull you over.

Phones Down It’s the Law
Fines start at $150

PhonesDown.Ohio.gov i v | @dot PhonesDown.Ohio.gov G mes | esdot PhonesDown.Ohio.gov
g







G e Enforcement Matters! p—

NHTSA Research Shows:

e Large scale, high-visibility
enforcement combined with
paid/earned media can reduce
hand-held cell phone use and
texting while driving.

 The public’s perception of robust
enforcement is crucial to reducing
the behavior.
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OSHP Distracted Driving Violations by Month
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Source: OSHP computer-aided dispatch [CAD) system. Distracted driving violations include incidents with one of the following violations: 4511.204, 4511.205, 4511.991, or 392 8241 (federal motor carrier).
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hio by’ Cell Data Evaluation

Distraction by County
Heatmap

Ohio counties show considerable variation in
distraction according to the heatmap below
(blue below the state average, orange above)
with the most populous counties (and the
major cities) tending to have lower rates of
distraction compared to the more rural
counties.
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i Espaemanss Public Perception Survey

Ohioans knowledge of law — percent saying illegal

handsfree at red light
W Apr 2023
handsfree while driving
W Jun 2024

4

programming GPS at red light
® Social Jun 2024

dialing at red light
texting/scrolling at red light
phone to ear while driving

*programming GPS while...

*dialing while driving

*texting/scrolling while driving
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i Espaemanss Law Enforcement Survey

Our key findings Recommendations Next steps
e Officers prefer primary * Encouraging enforcement * Focus groups with selected
enforcement is likely to increase stops officers to identify best
* Large minorities would « Additional funding and practices and specific
IF;r\f/fa:asr:ggreere(;r simpler training for officers likely (S
to be utilized might also * Identify areas with high
* Most officers have made increase stops prevalence to monitor
at least one stop under the : once resources are
new law * Public and courts may .
benefit from education
» Officers want funding and e Continue messaging
training campaigns




i Espaemanss Takeaways

Work with strategically with partners to expand your
campaign and increase distracted driving reductions.
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