
Protecting Young Ohio Drivers 
Through Expanded Driver 

Education

Kimberly Schwind

Assistant Director & Training Programs Administrator

Ohio Traffic Safety Office 

kaschwind@dps.ohio.gov

mailto:kaschwind@dps.ohio.gov


Agenda
• Ohio Young Driver Data
• Driver Education Expansion 
• Supporting Growth
• Supporting Families
• Questions 



Ohio Young Driver Data



New Young Driver Crash Risk

Drivers licensed 
at age 18 have the 

highest crash 
rates of all new 

drivers under age 
25Figure 1. Youngest drivers (16yo) at lowest risk; 18yo, highest. 2018 Data.

Source: Walshe, et. al., 2022, Licensing Examination and Crash Outcomes Post-Licensure in Young Drivers. JAMA 
Netw Open. 2022; 5(4):e228780. Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).



At-Fault Teen Fatal Crashes (2023-2025)

• 321 Teen-related 
fatal crashes (ages 
15-19)

• 72% Were the 
fault of the teen 
driver

• 75% of those at-
fault were male

• 67% of those at-
fault age 18 or 19
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NEW Research
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Drivers under 18 who completed GDL 
and driver training had 70% lower odds 

of being in serious crashes one year after 
licensure compared to drivers age 18+.

Ohio 2017-2019 serious injury and fatal crash data.
Source: Xiaoxia Dong, Jasmine Siyu Wu, Erick Guerra, Megan S. Ryerson, Elizabeth A. Walshe,
Graduated driver licensing with mandated driver training in Ohio is associated with fewer serious injury and fatal crashes among 
young novice drivers, Transport Policy, Volume 184, 2026, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP).



Driver Education Expansion



Driver 
Education 
Expansion
In 2025 the State of Ohio 
implemented two new laws 
that require the completion 
of driver education for: 
• Those applying for an 

initial Limited Term 
License (Effective 6/30/25)

• New drivers under age 21 
(Effective 9/30/25) 



Ohio Driver 
Education 

Requirements
• 24 hours of classroom 

instruction (in-person, 
virtual or online).

• 8 hours of behind-the-
wheel training with a 
licensed driving 
instructor.

• 50 hours of 
supervised driving 
practice with a parent, 
guardian or eligible 
adult. 



CLASS D CERTIFICATES BY YEAR (PAST 5 YEARS)

89,958 
87,624 

91,082 
88,859 

96,082 

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Under 18:
87,194

18+:
3,055

Limited Term: 
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GROWTH IN DRIVER TRAINING INDUSTRY



Supporting Growth



Instructor Development Grants

• Grant funding to establish 5 Training Centers
• Capabilities Inc. 
• Inspired Driving Academy 
• East Central Ohio ESC Drivers Training 
• Champion City Drivers Ed 
• Muskingum Valley ESC Driving School

• Benefits: 
• Helps grow instructor base.
• Consistent and quality instructor training. 
• Reduces training burdens for driving schools.



Instructor Incentives
• $1,500 incentive to any new 

driver training instructor that: 
• Completes training
• Holds license for at least 

3 months 
• Actively trains students 

during that period.
• Pilot that will run through 

12/31/2026



Supporting Families



What is Drive to Succeed? 
• Grant program for Class D driver training 

scholarships
• Goal to increase access to driver training for 

underprivileged youth (ages 15 ½ - 20)

Two Previous Rounds
• Round 1: Awarded March 2023

• $575,000 to 25 Grantees
• Round 2: Awarded April 2024

• $2.5 million to 35 Grantees

Drive to Succeed



Drive to Succeed: Round 3 

Since 2023, nearly 10,000 students have received a “Drive to Succeed” scholarship.



RoadReady Ohio App

• Uses telematics to provide 
driving scores

• Logs hours
• Provides state-approved 

affidavit 

In Sept. 2025, Gov. Mike DeWine & 
OTSO introduced a new mobile app 
for driving practice.



TeachYourTeentoDrive.Ohio.gov 
• Parent Orientation Course
• Teen Driver Roadmap
• Featured Videos
• Top clicked resources 
• Teen Crash Dashboard

Educating Families

https://teachyourteentodrive.ohio.gov/


Youthful Driver Paid Media 
Campaign
• Oct. ‘25 – Sept. ‘26
• $500,000 
• Tactics: Digital Video, 

Digital Display, Radio, 
Spotify, Paid Social, Ohio 
High School Athletic 
Association, Bus Shelters

Educating Families
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