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Implementation

• Legislation for the Wisconsin Driver Education Grant program 
(2023  Act 86) was signed in December of 2023

• Program launched in September of 2024
• Legislation approved continuous funding ($6mil per year) in the 

biennial budget in July of 2025



Requirements

• The applicant (student) must meet ALL the following criteria to be 
eligible for the grant:
 14.5 and 19 years of age
 Resident of Wisconsin
 Do not have any suspensions or revocations on DMV record
 Qualify for or be receiving free and/or reduced lunch



What does the grant pay for?

• Grant covers 30 hours of classroom, 6 hours of behind the wheel 
observation and 6 hours of behind the wheel driving

• Any school currently registered as a driver training school in WI 
can participate

• Grant funds issued to a student expire after 9 months if they are 
not used



Application Process

• How do students apply for the grant program? 
 DMV Website: Wisconsindmv.gov/degrant
 Online Application Only

• What does the application require? 
 The applicant enters basic information to establish their identity
 The applicant also be to self-certifies that they meet the income 

requirements for the USDA Free or Reduced Lunch program 



Application Process Continued…
• Applicant info reviewed for eligibility
• Can be denied for the following reasons:
 Applicant already holds a WI driver license
 Applicant has an open withdrawal of the privileges (revocation, suspension, 

etc.)
 Applicant entered an out of state address
 Applicant already has a driver education "completion" on file
 Applicant already has valid driver education grant coupons

• Approved applicants receive an email that includes both coupon 
numbers for both Classroom and Behind-the-Wheel training



Redeeming Grant Coupons

• Applicants bring their coupon numbers to any driver training 
school in Wisconsin

• Driver training schools enter coupon numbers into Wisconsin 
DMV's Driver Education Completion database

• Funds are sent directly from Wisconsin DMV to the driver training 
school



What Happens Next?

• Audits
 driver training school 
 student/applicant

• Administrative Code
 Legislation was signed
 Administrative Code – Transportation Chapter 108 in progress



Driver Education Grants Awarded GIS Map

An interactive map 
was developed to 
display the location of 
driver training 
providers that have 
received grant 
funding, how much 
funding each school 
has received, and 
coupon totals. This 
information is 
available to the public 
and is downloadable. 

For a further break down of grant fees, visit us at: wisconsindmv.gov/degrant Driver Education Grants Awarded 

https://wisdot.maps.arcgis.com/apps/dashboards/ede273b9f36e4956b2445a65f04821be


Statistics
• As of August 13, 2026:
 Approved Applications: 27,197
 Coupons issued: 54,394
 Classroom Coupons redeemed: 17,698
 Behind the Wheel Coupons redeemed: 16,943

• Total Coupon’s Redeemed: 34,641
• Payment Total: $10,055,167.60



Program Outcome
• Too soon to tell!
 Wisconsin DMV is currently gathering crash and citation statistics to 

eventually compare safe driving habits of teens that completed driver 
education in the grant program to those that waited until they turned 
18 and did not complete driver education programs.



Contact Information
For questions or concerns regarding the grant program, you may 

contact the grant program at: 

Phone: 608-264-9171 

Email: dotdegrantprogram@dot.wi.gov



Questions
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